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The Takers of the new Oath of Allegiance to King W1l- 
liam and Queen Mary vinatcated : and the Lawful- 
neſs of taking it aſſerted, m its conſiſtency with our 
former Oaths ; and alſo with the Doftrine of the Re- 
formed Church of England concerning Non-reſiſt- 
ance and Paſhve Obedience. 


T appears ſufficiently by this Time, (I ſuppoſe, ) upon Re- 
cord, that the generality of the Reverend, Learned, and Pi- 
ous Clergy of this Church have actually taken the Oath in 
Diſpute : and their Books every where extant declare, that di- 
vers of them have written Learnedly in Defence of themſelves 
and their Brethren ſo doing : and have not been wanting in 
their utmoſt endeavours to ſatisfit thoſe of them who yet refuſe, by 
offering them all the Arguments they could think of, for it; and 
turning every Stone under which they could imagine any conſide- 
rable objection againſt ir to lie concealed, in order to the giving it a 
ſatisfaftory Solution. 

They have, to this purpoſe, unravelled all the Principles of Go- 
vernment , and ſearched into the Reaſon of them all, eveg from 
Adam, downwards; they have, particularly, with great induſtry, 
ſifred the Legal Conſtitution of the Engliſh Monarchy, and the Hiſtory- 
of all its Monarch, to evidence the Original Contratt, upon which it 
rs allerted, that our Government 1s founded they have endeavoured 
to evince the /are King to have been a kind of Felo de ſe, ( as to his 
Title thereunto, ) by voluntary Abaicating the Throne ; to which 
divers Authors alſo, have added his Legal Forfeiture, (as they ſup- 
poſe, ) by breaking the Original Contratt before-mentioned: they 
have fortified the Claim and T itle of our preſent Sovereigns, by juſti- 
fying the late Durch Invaſion, together with the riling of the Engliſh 


Nobility, and their adherents, in the circumſtances wherein we then 
B were, 
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were, to aſſiſt it; they have pleaded the Right of Congueſt conſe- 
quent thereupon, 1t their Preſeuws Majeſties had thought fit to fix 
their Throne on that foundation ; and ( that being waved by them, 
who have rather choſen to adventure themſelves upon the favorr of 
the Nation Aſſembled in Parliament, ) they have aſſerted the Legality 
of the preſent Parliameat, for ſubſtance, although wanting the uſual 
circumſtances of Summons, &C. ( which in the preſent conjuncture 
could not be had, ) to conſtitute them in all points formally ſuch ; 
and (by Conſequence ) have inferred the validity of thoſe As for 
the ſertlement of the Throne, which they have made ; and thereby, not 
only juſtified the marrer of this Oath, but alſo, the Authority by 
which it is impoſed : and laſtly, they have ( by itrong Evidence to 
that Point, at leaſt, 1f all other grounds ſhould fail, ) made out the 
lawfulneſs ( if not neceſſary Duty ) of paying our Aitual Obedience 
to their Majeſties, as attyally poſſeſſed of the Government. 

And yet ( notwithſtanding all theſe Endeavours of theirs, ) it ap- 
pears alſo, that divers of the Sacred Funttion ( and ſome of them of 
the higheſt Charatter, and Station In this Church, ) have, rather than 
to comply with the relt in taking this Oath, already incurred the 


' Penalty of Suſpenſion from, and ſeem inclined yet farther to hazard 


the being totally deprived ( which is the Penalty to which Refuſers 
are ſhortly endangered ) of their Places and Employments : which evi- 
dently declares, that all that hath been ſaid upon that ſubject yet, 
hath not been prevalent enovgh for their plenary ſatisfaction. 

The conſideration whereof, I muſt confeſs, may very well diſ- 
courage any Perſon who hath but modeſty enough to take a juſt 
meaſure of himſelf ( in compariſon with thoſe who have Written 
before ſo accurately on tinis Argument, as to leave little for any 
that comes after them to add thereunto ) from attempting any thing 
farthergof that kind ; and had certainly had that effect upon my ſelf, 
had I not found it neceſlary, in a fort, ( upon the account of the ux- 
charitable carriage of divers Perſons, who, though it may be, they 
have not ſo much as looked into any of the Books before-mentioned 
to underſtand the Reaſons moving us thereto, have made it much of 
their buſineſs to cenſure and condemn both my ſelf, and ſo many of 
my Reverend Fathers and Brethren as have taken the ſaid Oath, ) to 
write a few Lines in J/tification, ( at leaſt) of that which we have 
done : if not, alſo, to the convittion of others, who till ſtand out in 
their refuſal, and the inducing of them to do the ſame yet, before 
the approaching expiration of the Term by the At allowed, and the 
Kcuring themſelves in thoſe Srarions, wherein they may {till continue 
ſervice- 
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ſerviceable to this Church ; to which divers of them, (as all mutt 
acknowledge ) have hitherto been, both a Defence by their learned 
Pens, and an ornament by their perſonal Qualifications, 

I am ſenſible ( I muſts needs fay ) by Experience, that with tlic 
Aſertors of ſome rigorous Principles of Loyalty, all the Arguments urged 
from the Topicks before-mentioned, except thoſe of the /2ft ſort. 
are of no conſideration at all : and that even thoſe, (although they 
find from them ſome fairer Quarter then the reſt, # Thej3, or in g<e- 
neral, yet ) in the preſent Caſe, are judged inſufficient and uncon- 
cluding. And this, becauſe they are ſtrongly poſſeſſed with a pcr- 
ſuaſion, that their former Allegiance is a thing of an everlaſting per- 
manent Obligation, and in no ſort or degree, upon any emergency, 
to be transferred from a Prince however «i/poſſeſſed, (as one, who hath 
a Title, neither forfeirable by any miſcarriage, nor voidable by any ce/- 
ſion or departure) unto any other, fo long as he lives, and is not pleaſ- 
cd expreſly to releaſe it : and adhere to the DoCtrines of Non-reſi/t- 
ance and Paſſive Obedience, (as they judge them taught by the Church 
of England ) to ſuch a Degree, as to pronounce them utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with the Alegiance in this Oath required. So that, when we 
have to do with Men of that ſtrain, it is neceſſary that we wave all 
thoſe former Heads of Arguments above-mentioned ; and caſt the 
whole ſtreſs of this Diſpute upon the laſt, in the Iſſue of this ſingle 

ueſtion, VIZ. | 

{ Whether, ( with the ſaving of thoſe Principles of theirs, be they ſound 
or not ) a Man that profeſſeth Loyalty in its utmoſt rigours, may not yet 
be at liberty, in the preſent circumſt ances, to take the Oath required to K, W. 
and Q. M. as attnal Poſſeſſors of the Throne ? 

To this, therefore, I reſolve in. this Diſcourſe, to confine my ſelf; 
endeavouring to prove the Afirmative, and anſwer all viſible Objetti- 
ons to the contrary, in the making good the Propoſitions following, 
The firſt whereof, is this, 7 

I. | That in all Places, every one that 1s by Law in the condition of a 
Subjett owes a Legal Obedience ( which I take to be no other then Al- 
legiance ) ro ſome ſupreme Powers ;, and to ſome Perſon or Perſons by whom 
it is exerciſed, ] Subjettion, from Subjefts, 1s always due ſomewhere, 


under what Form of Government ſoever Men be, by the Law 


of Nature, ( according to the Reverend Dr. Sanderſon : ) rnarmges 
and that, ( primarily ) to every Mans Country, and conſc- mrodb atone 
quently, to the Sovereign Power thereof. For the denial of | 
this, does evidently involve a contradiction ; as that which ſuppo- 
ſcrh the Jame Perſo1, at the ſame time, a SubjcfF, and yet m9 Pe 
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a Subje&, as being under the Laws; and yet no Subjef, as being diſ- 
charged from that Duty which thoſe Laws enjoyn. Yea, more, 1t 
vertually diſſolves (while it 1s denied) that Soctety (in the tendency 
thereof) which is eſtabliſhed upon, and maintained by thoſe Laws. 
For the Obligation of the Law at any time diſſolved, leaves every Man 
(ſolong as things continue in that poſture) ſ#i juris, in the equality 
of Nature ; ſo that he may challenge, withour reſtraint, the liberty 
of doing what 15 good 17 his own Eyes. 

I' That this Legal Obedience, or Allegiance, cannot in the preſent 
Jun6'i.re, be attually paid ro King James, and therefore the Obligation of 
it ſo far ceaſeth, as to its attual performance to kim, as be 15 in an attual 
incapacity to demand, or we tc give it; how due ſoever ( according to the 
Principles mentioned) 1t may be thought to be. I his Notion here aflert- 
ed, of the Cefſation of attual Obedience, (though promiſed by an Oath) 
I take to be ( as to its poſlibility ) agreeable to the Determina- 
tion of the learned Dr.Sanderſon, in his famous Book, De Obligatione 
Furamenti ;, who therein pronounceth a promiſſory Oath (as to its 
Obligation to Performance) to ceaſe, per ceſſationem materie , when 
the matter of it ceaſeth, Now, the matter of an Oath Promiſſory then 
ceaſeth, when that which 1s promiſed, 1s not payable ; which may 
happen, either by its becoming either naturally or morally impoſſible. 

As for inſtance, when the Perſon to whom the Promiſe 1s made, 
ceaſeth to be in a capacity to demand or receive what was ſo pro- 
miſed, This (I ſuppoſe ) may fall out ; either rorally, as (in one 
of the DoCtors own Inſtances) it does, when the General of an Army, 
to whom a Soldier is obliged by a Muttary Oath is dead. Then, it is 
caſſated, or made totally void, Or, partially, as (to keepto the for- 
mer inſtance) when the Gereral ſo ſworn to, thovgh he be yet alive, 
1s notwithſtanding in ſuch circumſtances as render him, for the time, 
a dead; which may happen, by his being raken Priſcner, and ſhut up 
ſo cloſe, as that the Soldier can receive no certain Commands from 
him. I could here allo ( 1t I may without offence ) add another 
Caſe (which, whether it diſiolve ſuch an Obligation rorally, or par- 
rially only, let who will determine) to wit, When ſuch a General 
voluntarily deſerts hs Army ;, and eſpecially if he do fo, to; joyn himſelf 
with their Enemies; fo that he cannot in thoſe circumſtances be obey- 
ed by the Party he hath deſerted, without the Breach of an hjeher 
Obligation to him, or them, from, or for whom he received his 
Commiſſion. Now I am very much miſtaken if one of theſe 
Caſes run not parallel with ozrs, in the Allegiance promiſed to King 
James. For, plain it 1s, de fatto, that we can, in his preſent cir- 


cumſtances 
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cumſtances, have no Communication with him, nor receive any cer- 
tain Commands from him, how willing ſoever we might be to ſerve 
him ; being (whether by choice or neceſlity, I determin not here ) 
wholly in the power of our Nations and Religions profeſſed Enemies ;, 
without maintaining that dangerous Intelligence which he himſelf can- 
not in reaſon require; and which,] hope,our moſt diſſatisfied Brethren 
do not think that Alegiance obligeth us at this t1me, to keep with 
him. ' And I covld wiſh that the /ater Caſe propounded, did not alſo 
run too parallel with ours, 1.e. T hat he had not embodied himtetif with 
the ſworn Adverſaries of our Religion ( as to his Communion ) as 
he hath long ſince ; and yet, notwithſtanding that, we paid him our 
true Allegiance always whiles he ſtayed among vs, which be himſelf 
hath more, than once acknowledged. And much more, that he had 
not now at laſt alſo, not only deſerted us, but likewiſearmed againſt 
us thoſe of that Party who moſt thirſt after our Blood ; and there- 
by rendred it farther impoſſible for any Engliſhmen ( eſpecially Pro- 
teſtants /' to pay him that further Duty which the Oath of Allegiance 
expreſleth by Aſſiſtance and Defence ;, which they cannot do (accord- 
ing to the preceding Hypotheſis ) without breaking their greater 
antecedent Oligations to God, their Native Country, themſelves and their 
Pofterity ;, in conſiſtence wherewtth, all ſubſequent Obligations muſt 
be-interpreted, to render them lawful: For, otherwiſe, the Rule 1s 
Prior obligatio prejudicat poſt ertors. 

To clear up this Propoſition the more fully ; let us ſpend a little 
time in enquiring particularly into thoſe As of Allegiance,which may 
by any one be ſuppoſed to be due to King James 1n his preſent cir- 
cumſtances ; and ſee, whether any of them be rationally performable 
to him, by the Ergliſh Clergy particularly, to whoſe Caſe this Diſ- 
courſe 1s chiefly aecommogated. 

The ma:n Duty of our former Allegiance 15 containd in the Words 
of Aſſiſt ance, and Defence, as was before ſaid. This is done, either 
by Arms ; or otherwiſe ;, to wit, by aCtions more proper to our FunCtt- 
on. As to the former; I ſuppoſe no Man of that Calling will think 
himſelf obliged perſonally to bear Arms for him. For an entire 
freedom herein was always allowed us by the: Law, which excuſeth 
all Perſons in Holy Orders from being required to do fo in any caſe. 
50 that whatever is at any time done, of that nature, by any of them, 
mult needs be, in this caſe, not a matter of Duty, bur a meer Sper- 
erogation of Loyalty, a perfeftly voluntary and free-will Offering. Ir 
would be no other, even to a Prince that had moſt highly deſerved 


of us; and one, whom ( in the proſpe& of the Succeſs of his Arms) 
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we could cordially truſt with all our deareſt Intereſts, And therefore 
it is not to be ſuppoled that any conſidering Perſ9n of that Order 
(how militarily diſpoſed ſoever he may be otherwiſe) will think fit 
perſonally to give one, who ſurely hath not fo co/iged us, and the 
Succeſs of whoſe -Arms at preſent we cannot ſafely Trx/?, this ſort of 
Aſſiſtance or Defence, though he ſhould call for it; and much leſs to 
offer it. when «naked. For what were this indeed (as things now 
ſtand) but, vut of an over-eaper deſire of ſhewing an extravagart piece 
of Paſſive Obedience to out-aCt the Circumcelons themlelves z and 
aſſiſt barbarous 1riſh Tories,and French Dragoons, 10 as to enable them 
in the iſſue, to advance us to the too fondly atiected Crown of an 
unwarrantable Martyrdom ? | | 

Is it (in the next place) ſuppoſed by any, that [Preaching and Pray- 
ing for King James] are Duties indiſpeniably incumbent upon them, 
by vertue of their Allegiance ? If fo, I delire them to conlider,that, 
ſuppoſing them ſuch, yet they can be no otherwiſe ſuch, than as all 
others are, that are ſo, by vertue of an Affirmative Precepr, and ſo can 
be no otherwiſe obliging, (at leaſt, as to the circumſtances of their 
Actual Exerciſe) than as all things ſo commanded, are; -and theres 
fore do not bind us ad ſemper, (as the Schools ſpeak ) 'Thatis, they 
are not neceſſarily to be done at all Times, whatever the conſequences 
of them may be ; but the aCthal performance of them rhus and thus, 
and at this or that ſeaſon, 1s to. be governed by circumſtances ; and 
where thoſe are ſuch, that the m/clief that will, probably be done, 
is greater than the good that is likely to be conſequent on ſo doing ; 
*tis then «lawful to do them, becauſe wnſeaſonable. This in general, 
But let us further view them particularly. | 

1. As to [Preaching for K.],] It Preaching up his preſent Cauſe, 


| be meant thereby; and declaring all thoſe that are in Arms 


againſt him for their own Defence in Jreland, together with the Eng- 
liſh Forces ſent hence to aſſiſt them, Rebels, and incurring the penalty 
of Darimation for ſuch Reſiſtance; it is to make our ſelves Fadges of 
aWar, which we can never hope convincingly to prove unlawful, 
except upon the ſuppoſition of an «rlimited Right in the Prince to diſ- 
poſe univerſally of his Subjects, as to Religion, Laws, Liberties and 
Lives, as he pleaſeth; and the Duty of all that are within his Do- 
minions tamely to ſufter them all tro be taken from them, upon the 
Obligation of the Doctrine of Non-reſiſtarce. And what can we hope 
for upon the preaching of this Doctrine (be it never fo true) at this 
rime of Day, under ſuch waiverſal Prejudice againſt it, that can ra- 
tionally make amends for the Inconveniences neccſlarily attendant - 
vpon 
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upon it.; not only to oar Perſons, from the Laws in being which (un- 

der the higheſt Penalties) forbid us ſo to do ; but alſo, to the whole 

Nation, if our Doctrine ſhould ( contrary to all rational probability,) 

bs entertained by any conſiderable numbers. For what could the Iſſue 

then be, but the railing of a bloody Civil War, in the bowels of it ; 

and that War, ( if it ſhould. end in a Corngueſt on the ſide which by 

ſuch Preaching we aſliſt, /) conſequentially deſtructive to all thoſe 

dear Enjoyments, which, as we are Chriſtians and Engliſh-men, are 

now ſecurcd to us under the Protection of the preſent Conſtitmsion, 

and the Forces raiſed by it ? Beſides, that it would be a very dif» 

cult thing for us, upon clear grounds, to determine the lawtfulneſs 

or unlawfulneſs of a War, the Juſtice whereof depends on ſo many 
Tntrigues of Circumſtances , in the firſt Original of it ( whence our 
meaſures muſt be taken ) which Men of our Profeſſion cannot be 
throughly acquainted with the Truth or Falſhood of. -For which 

of us can demoauſtratively make out, againſt all contradiction, the 
Legitimacy of the P. of W. (though any of us in oar, own Judgments 
 pollibly might incline to that opinion, as I believe moſt of us once did, 

when he was ſo declared by the publick Authority then in being, and 
therefore, according to the direction of the Law in that caſe, we in- 

ſerted his Name, or Title at leaft, in the publick Liturgy : (which yet 

we muſt be able to do,if we will undertake to condemn the ixvaſion of 

his »ow-Majeſty ( then, Prwice of Orange ) to preſerve the Right his 

Princeſs had to the ſucceſſion, who ( 1t the Child were Illegitimate, 

or Suppolititious ) was the ext 1n the Royal Aine to whom it did be+ 

long )- as unlawful ? I ſpeak this, only xo ſhew, how unmeet it is for 

us, 1n the Pulpit, to ground Doctrines of ſuch great importance to 
Salvation or Damnation to our People, upon ſuppoſal of ſuch things 

which we cannot J»fallibly know to be tre; or ſuch, which ( as to 

matter of Fat our People (not one it may he, to a thouſand, diſſent- 

ing ) will tejl us to our teeth, as ſaop 2s we come out of the Pulpit; 

they never did, nor can believe. And undoubtedly, our caution, in 

things of this nature, is not diſallowed, but rather encouraged, and 

directed by our Sawiovrs Example ; who, himſelf, in deciding a 2ue- 

ſtion of Conſcience in a Caſe that concerned Ceſar, (by the very man- 
ner of dehivering his Judgment therein ) declared himſelf ſtudiouſly | 
Lautious of giving. offence on both ſides : And though he determined 
it for the Emperor ; yet, had we not. an 1nftance of his own pradice, 
to warrant the interpreting him that way, we could hardly gather 
It convincingly from his words alone. But, I ſuppoſe, I need not 
very earneſtly prels this Point upon our Brethren, who :by their 
practice 
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rrattice generally have ſhewn their Cantion therein : and ſeem there- 
by to grant my Aſrtion, [. That preaching for K.}J. in the preſent 
Circumſtances is apiece of Allegiance, the obligation whereunto ceaſeth, 
d e.,d. MN 

: 2. Next, as to [| Praying for him ] if it be a Duty, it is to be per- 
formed either in private, or publick, or both. And in both rheſe, 
( ſuppoſing ſtill, that [ for him] imports [. for the ſucceſs of his 
preſent Arms 7] I doubt not, but to ſhew the ceſſation of this piece of 
Allegiance unto him too. For to do this in pblick; it lies too much 
under the ſame inconveniences and diſadvantages, ( and much more 
ſo, ) with the former [' of preaching for him, ] for any of us to look 
upon our ſelves, as obliged by Allegiance ſo to do. And, as to our 
private Devotions, although any of us ſhould think 1t our Duty to 
pray for him in his perſonal circumſtances, to wit, for Gods ſanCti- 
tying his afflictions to him; his Converſion to the true Religion , 
and preſervation of him from evil accidents; nay, ſuppoſe ſome 
one think it his Duty, to go farther, and pray for his Reſtitution it 
ſelf : it contributes not much to the ſtating the Queſtion in hand, 
whether ſuch private ſentiments ( as to the former ſorts ) be deter- 
mined to be branches of the ceſſanr Duty to K. F. or no. But as to 
the laſt, ( his Reſtitution ) it will certainly deſerve any Proteſtants 
ſerious conſideration, whether in Conſcience, he can ſatisfie himſelf, 
even in his privateſt Devotions, to make his applications to Heaven, for 
the aſſiſting a Perſon to return to his former Eſtate, whoſe Intereſt, 
and Jnclinations too ( except one could be certainly aſſured that he is 
become a true Convert, and ſs hath diſclaimed them) aredire&ly con- 
trary to the true Hntereſt of that Religion, which (of all in the World, ) 
he is perſwaded, that God whom he makes his Applications to, moſt 
approves and owns; and hath made it appear that he doth ſo, moſt 
remarkably of late, by ſo ſtrange a concatenation of Providential In- 
rrigues throughout all Exrope, for the ſecuring it, as hardly any Age 
can ſhew the like. 

| Whereforc, for any Chriſtians of the Proteftant Profeſſion, ( and 

eſpecially of this Nation ) to endeavour, though but by a ſecret 
wiſh, to obſtrutt the progreſs of thoſe great Afﬀairs, ( which in the 
Proſpect of their probable Iſſue, promiſe the whole Proteſtant _ 
Cauſe, and chiefly in theſe Parts, ſo fair ) were in al! ſuch, ia my\« 
Judgment, an high indication of a too ſtupid inſenſibleneſs of their 
deareſt concerns : but in any of 4s a too vilible implication beſides, of 
( that which is much worfe) an ungrareful longing to return back 


again to that Egyptian bondage, from which the Lord by ſo many mi- 
A racles 
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racles of mercy hath ſo lately delivered uz; At leaſt, it can'certain* 
ly, be no part of our Duty, to deprecate the continuation of thaC 
actual ſecurity from Romiſh Perſecution, which ( whiles we our ſelves 
were bouril up ( by the influence of the Dottrines of Non-reſe/tance 
and Paſſive Ovedience upon our Conſciences, ) from giving the leaſt 
aſſiſtance thereto ) God alone by his mighty Hand aid out-ſtretched 
Arm hath wrought for us. 

And now, I hope, I may take it for granted, that I have fatis- 
{actorily eſtabliſhed the verity of my ſecond Propoſition ; both in the 
gencral, and alfo in all the particulars included in it: and therefore 
may proceed tO LNC 7ext 

II. The third Prof oftti 102, ( which I think none will put me to 
prove, however, for the perfecting the train of conſcquences in this 
Diſcourſe, it needs to be mentioned ,) 1s this, [ This cefſant Aegi- 
ance to the f ormer King, there 1s none fe that viſibly claims, but K, \W. 
and Q, M. } They are K. and ©. de f.:#o, and exerciſe all As cf 
Supremacy without any ville oppolition throughout this Nation. 
1 he #orts and the Forces, and the Royal Retenues of the whole Nati- 
on are wholly 4n their Hands: There is not, ( ia the Provet blal 
Phraſe of Scripture ) a Dog that opens his Mouth againſt them. The 
Protection we have, in our Lives, Laws, Properties, Religions and C1- 

vil Liberties, we receive from the Intluences. of their Government : 
and therefore ( as a farther branch of this Propoſition ) it follows, 
[ that we are to pay it to them. | For, ſurely, if [ Protettio trahit "ap 
£14iittam, | ( the Maxime of the Lawyers ) be true 1n any caſe, 
mult needs be ſo in this ; Whilcs, eſpecially, our Allegiance 1s at li 
berty ( as to him, who only can have any Pretenſion to It elſe ) 
by the force of the firſt Propoſition. 

IV. The fourth Propoſition 1s this. [| The Allegiance which I may, 
( and much more, which I muſt pay thoſe to whom it is proved due by 
the preceding Propoſi tr9ns, they may oblige me to promiſe : and what I may 
be obliged to promiſe, I cannot rationally refuſe ty ſecure ro them, if they 
demand it, by au Oath, ] This Propoſition alſo, I think fit to menti- 

, for ( the Keaſon before-mentioned ) the continuation of the 

chin of the Argument ; but, 1 ſuppoſe, it lixewile needs no Proof : 
It being a thing ailowed in all humane converſation, as: equitable to 
pive ſuch ſecurity as our word, at leaſt, for all Debts; and that 
of an Oath, particularly, to thoſe ( Supercours eſpecially ) that will 
not take our bare word: and an Oath for confi mation, even the Scrip- 
ure ailerts to be the way topPutan cdl coal ſtrifes, which in caſes of 


Lat natyuic may 2r1ic. 
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And now I have done with the aſtruf;ve part of this Diſcourſe, 
and affirmed both the Fſtice of the Claim of King W:iliam and 
Queen Mary, to our Allegiance, and our Oath to give them Aſſu- 
rance of it, in the preſent Circumſtances: There remains there- 
fore now, no more to be done, but the purfuance of the d:/t+ uft:ve 
part, or Demoliſhing the Strengths of our ſuppoſed Antagoniſts, by 
anſwering the Objections they do, or it may be conceived might 
make againſt my former Aſlertions. And this I ſhall endeavour by 
making good the Six Propoſitions following. 

V. [That whatever Right, according to their Principles, whom we have 
here to deal with, may yet remam to K. J. as to their Allegiance, 1s not 
by the Oath now required of them, diſclaimed;, nor that of their preſent 
Majeſties aſſerted. ] Sure I am, it 1s not expreſly, as appears by the 
words of it ; there being nothing of 7itle or Right, the one, or the 
other way, mentioned therein. For the zaming the Perſons to 
whom it is Sworn, King and ©zeen, aſſerts only, the Fattim, that 
they are actually ſo; affirming nothing of the 7 tle, by which they 
are ſo. The Omiſſion whereof, (it being ſo expreily and largely ſet 
forth in the former Oath of Allegiance) 1n this, ts certainly a great 
Inſtance of the tenderneſs which the Compoſers thereof had for the 
known Principles of our Reverend Fathers and Brethren, and deligned 
(probably) for the preventing of this very Objeetion, which they 
foreſaw would with greateſt Difficulty be removed ont of the way 
of thoſe Perſons, whom they ſo much deſired not to lay aſide out 
of the publick Settlement, which their ſeaſonable ſtanding in the 
Breach which our common Adverſaries had made in the Bulwarks of 
our Religion, Liberties and Properties, with their own preat hazard, 
had given ſo great an Aſſiſtance to. But this Cartion of theirs (as 
it unhappily falls out) hath not done what it was intended for. 
For it is ſtill objected, T hat the ſame is done implicitely, by the very 
Nature of the thing required, which was, by the forbearing thoſe 

explicite words, deſign'd to be avoided, For the Swearing Allegiance 
ro Oze, denies it (in their Judgment) to all Others; and, by con- 
ſequence, this Oath implies the Renunciation of the former Oath , 
wherein the Right of K. ]. was allerced. To which I anſwer, that 
does not neceſſarily follow, if my former Hypotheſis be true ; [That 
a meer attual Allegiance to another (which 1s all that - this Oath 
obligeth us to) does not involve a Negation of the Perſon's Right who 
formerly had it; but only the Crſation of the Obligation thence 
ariſing, in the preſent Circumſtances, to a(t on his behalf.) 


I ſhall 
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I ſhall cloſe this Paragraph, with a Nore, or two, out of the 
Reverend Dr. Sanderſon, who in his Book relating to the Caſe «of 
the Engagement, declares It as his Judgment, [ That where the words 
of a Promiſe may in fair Conſtruttion be capable of a double meaning, ſo 
as to be taken in one ſenſe, they ſhall bind to more, and in another, to leſs ; 
the Promiſer may make his juſt advantage of the Ambiguity, and take it 
in the ſame ſenſe which ſhall bind to the leſs. Rente the Faith to be 
given, #5 intended to the behoof of him to whom it us given; and therefore 
it concerneth him to take care that hs meaning be expreſſed in ſuch words, 
as will ſufficiently manifeſt the Senſe to the Underſtanding of a reaſonable 
Man. Which if he negleft to do, wo Law of Equity, or Prudence, binders 
the Promiſer, by an vver-ſcrupuloys Diligence, to lay a greater Obligation 
pon himfclf, than he needed to dv. ] \Wherefore, if. Allegiance, in 
this Oath, may fairly fſignife either 71ghrful Allegiance, or attual 
Allegiance only ; if the words, King and Qzeen, may be interpreted 
in the ſame Latitude; thongh it ſhould bz ſuppoſed, that the Im- 
poſers intended to ſtretch them ro the more; nothing hinders the 
Swearer from interpreting them to the /e/s rigorous Senſe. .And 
ſo, this Objetion, by his Judgment, will fall to the ground of it ſelf; 
and need give our Brethren no trouble. 

VI. [ That the Atts of Allegiance required by K, W. and 9. M. 
(of the Clergy at leaſt, in particular) contain m them nothing but what 
they may lagfully do, during the ceaſing Obligation of Obeatence to K. J.] 
For thoſe As ( according to the former Diſtribution ) mult be, 
either, Pearing of Arms at their Command, or aſſiſting the Forces they 
raiſe, by ſending in Militia Soldiers, or Payment of Taxes impoſed by 
them in the legal Methods, or Preaching or Praying for them. Now, 
the firſt of theſe, [bearing Arms in Perſon] no Clergy-man (as was 
before ſaiu) can by Law be required to do; and therefore, they 
may be allired, that will not by their Majeſties (who are engaged 
to govern by Law) be demanded of them. And, as to the [ far- 
niſhing out ſuch of the ſtanding Militia appointed by Law, as their Eccleſ- 
aſtical or I emporal Revemes render them” liable unto] as the Law it ſelf 
juſtifies him that, by Command, doth it; ſo doth it by Penalties 
enforce thoſe that refuſe ſo. to do. And ſo, that Aſſiſtance, will 
come under the Confideration of the 2h;-d Particular, [the Fayment 
of Taxes in form of Law impoſed. ] And the Paymeat of ſuch, may 
by the plenary Poſſeſſor of the Throne, be cexa&ted from all Subjeas, 


with all the Peralties incurred by refuling, in caſe any one deny 


them. 5So that, (belides the Liberty left any one to deny them, if 
he will run the hazard ;) the quiet Payment of them amounts, indeed, 
W424 16 
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20 89 more (in a conſcientious, as well as prudent Conſideration ) 
than the purchaſing our own caſe, and compounding for a {es Sum 
out of our Eſtates, with thoſe who may, upon reſiſal, enforce 
from us a far greater, And we had, ſomewhat above torty ycars 
ſince, a Caſe of the ſame nature, (though with far leſs colour cf 
Law than this at preſent) wherein the doing of this, was vniverſally 
allowed by the ſevercſt Aſſertors of Allegiance to Iv. C. I. and 11, 
and therefore thence Gin Reaſon, l think) be now les dilputable, 
(as to its lawfuineſs) ro thoſe, who have received the ſtritieyt Prime 
ciples they argue from in the preſent Circomſtances, from them ; 
as will appear anon more largely in the handling of the Niath Pro- 
poſution. 

And yet, withal, I conceive thete i135 more fo be ſaid, for ſuch 
Payments now, then at that Tire there was; Partly, upon a AMilitai y 
Account; becauſe the &:4 ſor which the S$:{4;cry are to be main- 
rained (though it be true, that in :hit War, 2 difpoilelied hing was 
kept out of his Throne, as in 7z2:,) is far more jultiſtable ew, than 
at that time It was. For thoſe Arts were taken againlt a Proteft ant 
Prince, and upon falſe Imputations of his Iucipnations to Tt 
only ; whereas, in this caſe rhoſe Fears are reaily mace 2ood, both 
as to the Perſon and his Deſigns: And thoſe great Concerns of our 
Religion, Laws and Livertics, were only tien concluded to be in 
danger, from remote Conſequences of ſome ſuſpicious Mts; which 
arc now bare-facely undermin:!, And partly, upon a Civil Accor. 
The Laws have now their Frce Courſe ; whereas, ho, all Law was 
trampled on by the conquering Party, either by Military Force, or 
by Arbitrary Courts. \Vhence, 1t 1s but meect, that that Law, and 
the Adminiſtrators of it, ſhould be maintained by ail thoſe who re- 
ccLve the Benefit and Advantage thereof. Nor 1s It, certainly, more 
inconliſtent with the Obligations of any former Aliegiince to pay for 
te Support of that Power that maintains me in my R1glir, than to 
2ppeal to Its Courts cf Puſiice for legal Relict againft any that would 
deprive me thereof. 

The next Particnlar, [| Preacto;ng for them, ] as the Perions atlually 
inveſted with Supreme Autliority 3; can, (as required of us,) import 
70 more than that wliich 1s Our Duty at ail Times by the Apoſtles 
Rule, Tit. 3.1, The putting cur People in mind to be ſubjich ro Pria- 
cipalities and Porers, and to obry Magiſtrates: That 1s, aCttively, or 
paſlively, to ovey thoſe Laws, with the actual Adminiſtration whercof 
they are intruſted by the a£tual Poſſeſſion of that Supremacy whence 
they are derived. For as to the Tizle by which-they hold that 

SUPremacy', 
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Supremacy, as thoy will nct allow vs to maintain that of the dij- 
pAlſefſed Prince in the Pulpu ; $0 ncither do they there require us to 
maintain their ova. And it is well, this 15 not impoſed upon us, 
for if it were, we might have ſome colour to reluct; ſeeing 1t is 
jultly diſputab! ce, whether it were ever any part of our work, to 
diſpure the Titles of Princes in the Pulpit, or (by aſſerting of them, 
in dvided Congregations, ) to occalion them to be diſputed by others; 
whargycr our private Judgment may be conceraing them. For, if 
it were ſo, It Is beyoad all doubt to me, that our ” Saviour and his 
Ap:ſiles (or ſorae on? of them) wopld have left us ſuch certain 
Meaſures, as mizit have governed our ows, and enabled us to fatishe 
all ore Mens Ju ids; zez;ts, 12 the Reſolution of fnch various Cafes of 
Conſcience, as on that accent, mult, in all Nations, be ſuppoſed 
ever and anon to be ttarted, from the differcat Pretenſi>ns of C011 
petitors. 

Nor was 1t indeed, expedient, that our Lord ſhould c/{o7 that 
Religion, which he was firſt go recommend to the World (univer- 
fally prejudiced againft it at that time upon other accounts) with 
ſach a D:&rine, as vould have been more obnoxious to prejudice, 
than any of the relt : Snch, indeed, as would (probably) have ren- 
dred all Prixces jealous of tlic Progreſs of it ; ſecing it would have 
endangercd the expoling all their 7:!e; to the Diſpntes of its Pro- 
feſlors, and rendred them determinablc, ; according to the Iflue of 
them. A Prejudice my he hath wiſely prevented, by leaving his 
Followers ſome gercr2! Rites only, for their Deportment under ſuch 
Princes and Governnu: 5 as they found in preſeat Poſſeſſe9n; (who are 
the v2: £5 ks 7 Row. 13, 2.) and thercby reconcile his D: \Trine 1 
the rereſts of all actual Supcriors, by what Tire foever they hold 
their Authority. 

A allly, As to LP ayius for them? it ſeeqts but rcaſonable, that 
>2ect ro le of 4x and peaccable Lives in all Godlineſs 
a) *h «fy, while they that are poſleiled of Authority over us, had 
r41,:;et and rnpeaxcenble ones; fare, (that being the means by 
God direte :d, 25 moſt proper and elfeCtual to that cad,) I cannot 
ſee, how it can be rationally doubted, whether we may, (nay rather, 
L follows, in my Judg ment, that we mult) maxe Spplic, ations, Prayers, 

aterceſons, and giving of Thaiks, for Kings, and all that are in Au- 
th: ity, (and fo, for their Maieſties, at preſent) which may, throuzh 
wore e Grace, enavle them to promote that exd. And accordingly 

ie People of Go: 4 anclently, made no ſcruple to pray even for the 
Kings of Babylon, who, by no other Claim then the Succeſs of their 
Arts, 
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Arms, could pretend to Juriſdiction over them, Exra 6. 12, Jer.2g, 
7. And the Primitive Chriſtians, ( as Ti#tnlian, who allo gives us the 
beads of the Petitions they oftered on their behalf, abundantly teſtih- 
eth, ) for theſe Roman Emperors whoſe Title was never a jot better ; 


as will anon be more fully made to appear. 

But I ſuppoſe, praying for the King and Queen in being, will, In ge- 
neral, be allowed by thoſe with whom we have to deal; ſo long as 
the Petitions to be offered on their behalf, do not involve a ſcnſe 
prejudicial to the 77g4t or ſafety of the Prince diſpoſſeſſed, But ſeeing tice 
Clergy of England, in the publick Offices of Tatwrgy according to the 
Forms eſtabliſhed, are obliged to pray exprelly for the preſent king 
and Qncen, that God will give them Vittory over all their Enemies ] and 
that God will [ ſtrengthen them, that they may vanquiſh and overcome all 
their Enemies, ] Fc. which they ſuppole mult necellarily involve an 
Imprecation againſt the Prince attempting to recover his Throne by 
War - it therefore appears to them, to be inconliſtent with the Ale- 
giance they have ſworn to him to otter up theſe Requeſts ( at leaſt) for 
the Princes Regnant, who keep him out of Poſſeſſ;on. 

This,I confeſs, ſeems the moſt difficulr Objettion to he anſwered (ſup- 
poſing the Principles of our Brethren before-mentioned to be allowed 
them,) in this whole Diſpute. Yer, it 1s not, in my opinion, incapable 
of a fair ſolution, from the very deſign and proper Geri of all enjoyned 
Forms of publick Devotion. For a!l ſuch, are not neceſſarily to be 
ſo worded, as to ſuit the private notions and ſentiments of every perſon 
who is to officiate or joyn in them, for this were impoſlib'e ever to 
be attained : but only to expreſs the ſenſe of the Church or any other 
Authority impoſing them ; under whom the publick Admimniſt- ator, in 
the uſe of them, only lends a month, to aſliſt the ſtated Devotion of 
the Congregation, wherein he olhclates, according to their appoint- 
ed meaſures. So, when 1n the Form for the Burial of the Dead, we 
ſeem to ſpeak with confidence of Gods raking to himſelf the Soul of 
ſuch an one oxr Brother , and profeſs our certain hope of the Reſurrefti- 
on t0 Eternal Life, with implication of thc parties ſhare therein,concern- 
ing whoſe eternal Eltate it may be we are not perſonally ſatisfied : 
I take it to be a fair anſwer ro the objection thence raiſed ; That we 
only utter the ſenſe of the Church on whoſe bzhalf we therein officiate; 
which, ſo long as the Perſon deceaſed at any Time dics in her Com- 
munion, does by us, diſmiſs him out of the World, with this fair 
Teſtimony of her univerial charity to ſuch as are members thereof, 
And it deſerves upon this account, in my poor Judgment, to be en- 


quired, whether ſuch a Form, be not more expedient to be continued, 
notwith- 
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notwithſtanding that ſuppoſed inconvenience ; chan to expoſe all 
Miniſters to a greater, by leaving them a liberty to make what 4j- 
ſtinftions tl.ey judge fit, betwixt neighbour and neighbour, according 
to their apprehentlions concerning their Eternal Eltate, by particu- 
lar diſtin forms accommodated to them. But this by the by. The 
Prejudice of ſome Perſons alſo, who are diſatfefted to our Litany, 
againlt the expreſſions, wherein we pray for [| all that travel by Land 
or by Water ] and for [| all Women labouring with Child, ] and tor [all 
Priſoners and Captives, ] becauſe, ( as they weakly argue, ) in theſe 
gereral words are comprehended evil Spirits, that compaſs the Earth ; 
and Pirats from Tunis or Alger that infeſt the Seas, and Women preg- 
nant by Whorcdom ;, and Felons, and Traytors laid up in Goal for their 
Crimes, &c. This prejudice, I ſay, muſt be taken off by no other 
Anſwer than ſuch as this, T hat theſe particulars, do not fall with- 
in the deſign of publick, Devotions, according whereto general expreſſi- 
0ns muſt be underſtood, as they are intended, with relation only to 
ſuch Perſons as are ſuppoſed rationally to be included in the charity 
of the Church compoling and enjoyning thoſe Forms : in which cha- 
rity, It is very uncharitably imagin'd, that Devils, and Turkiſh Pi- 
rats, and Harlots, and Rogues, and Traitors, are intentionally in- 
tereſted. 

And by the ſame FHyporheſss, proportionably mult thoſe Prayers for 
Princes, be interpreted. Certainly, when our Reformers at the firſt, 
compoſed thoſe Prayers for the uſe of this Church ; they never in- 
tended to ſuit them exactly to all the Circumſtances emerging tin all 
the uncertain Accidents of Government : againſt which, becauſe they 
could not certainly be foreſeen, no humane Wiſdom could certainly 
provide. But they had in proſpe# only, the ſucceſſtrve continuation of 
attual Governuurs intruſted for the peace and ſafety of the Nation : 
for the preſervation whereof, it is neceſſary to delire of God, that 
the Forces by which they muſt ſecure to us theſe great Bleſſings may 
be a&tually Vittorious againlt all ſuch as are real Enemies to that com- 
munity; and therefore in general Terms they direct us ſo to pray: 
Now, to include a particular Perſon diſputing the Right of the Crown, 
in this gezeral Perition 3 muſt ſuppoſe him to be an aftral Enemy to 
this Nation elther by a wrong Title, or an evil Deſign, or both : and 
whoever 1s really ſo, though he ſhould be zncluded, hath no wrong 
and if he be not ſo, it is inconſiſtent with the opinion we ought to 
have of the charity of our Church, to imagine him to be therein 
zucluded. 


It 
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It is, hcrein, farther obſervable, that theſe clrſes are f:ch, as 
hath bcen intimated before, as were not put in now firjr, in particu- 
lar favour to thelr preſent Majeties : : bur are part of the ſame Form 
which hath been uſed for all their Pred.cevrs, tace the Reformation, 
Nor is there any Peritioa pecn/iar to them, ren » us to offer to 
God, which all Princes that ſha!l ſway This Scepter ts all ſucceeding 
Generations are not alike entitnled to: : Now v0! if our dillatisfied 
Breth: en, think it fit to have a Precedent made for ſucceeding Ages, 
b; the permitting fuck an omitllion in the publics Liturgy in favour 
£0 the pretentions 3 of K. F. now ? For may not fuch an Example be 
urge ged, or 1s It not liable to bz urged in ſom? farure "ay Ition af- 

er "K. F, his death, ( and who knows, what may be he-catfcer? ) 

upon the Proteſtant Chery ; ſuppoling any future Prince Regnunt ſhall 
fall out. to be of the "Romiſh Perſuaſion, 2nd engaged by arms to 
maintain his Poſletlion, and Keep out a more r! ighefal Proteſtant Coms- 
petitor ? Suppoling ten, the ſame Peritiors Kill by £2 to be continue 
ed in our publick Litnrgy, under ſuch Cit rcumſtances : can we think, 
it would look well, for the credit or ſafety of our Reilgion, if any 
conſiderable Part of our Pro eftant Clergy ſhould make it a ſcruple of 
Conſcienceto uſe them in their publick Devotions out of favour to 
Him whole Title they judged the better ? Nay, let us bring the Pro- 
ſpeet of fnch an Evert in our thoughts a little nearcr. Snppoſe (which 
was not impoſlible to have fo fallen ont ) that K. F. had made the 
Throne vacant by Death, before his Preſet AZajeſty ( then only P. of 
Orange ) landed, and andther Popiſhy Si ecfr, ( by Conquelt, or ſome 
other diſputable way,) had fiiled it, betore he could appzar upon 
Erglhiſh Ground with his Army; and had bzen as clearly and as long 
poilelſed of it, as his A:jeſty now hath bzen; I ask, would it have 
paſſed for a fair Plea, tor the denyal of Allegiance to ſuch a poſſeſſed 
Prince, that we could not in Conſcience give it, becanſe we ſhould be 
obliged i '7 our Liturgy to pray for Yi&ry againtt the excluded Prince, 
and his Army, then ready to invate ns, tor the Defence of his own, 
and the Princeſſes Title ? Let ns but ſobs rly' think, what would have 
b:en the Conlequence of ſuch a Principle in thoſe Circumſtances, and 
apply it to the preſent (aſc. 

Put to ſhew, farther, the fairneſs of my Interpretation of the ſaid 
Petitions; I will try, next, _whethc r I cannot conclude the probabl- 
lity of it, from the very pratice of thoſe Reverend Perſons themſelves, 
with whom our preſent diſpute lice, It 1s not long fince, that the 
whole Clergy of this Land made their Prayers, inthe ſame Terms for 
K. 7. Now, it is nardly to be tmagined, that any Afinifter,yca,or under- 

Jtanding 
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ſtanding Member of this Church, could offer up theſe Requeſts men- 
tioned for him, without great reluQancy in himſelf ( eſpecially in 
his later Days) but with ſome ſuch, (and probably, in moſt of them 
the ſame ) reſtriton or Imitation ſuppoſed. For ciſe, all that joyn- 
ed init, muſt be concluded, to have prayed againſt all the Proteſtants 
Intereſt in the World, ( who, it 18 evident, were enemies againſt K. T7, 
and his Religion, ) it they ſhould at any Time, in never ſo juſt a 
War , defend themſelves againlit him by Arms. Such Clergy-men 
therefore ( who were generally, all thoſe of this Ghurch ) who then 
uſed this General Form, cannot fairly come of, from the ſuſpicious 
implication thereof ; but upon an Hypotheſis of this nature, that thoſe 
Petitions in that Ffuntture intended no more, then the ſubduing ſuch Fne- 
mics of his, as together with the deſtruttion of his Perſon, ſhould at any 
Time deſign the 11bverſion of his Government as legally eſtabliſhed, or 
the ruin of ts Nation, or ſome other of alike import, Let then, 
our Revercna Brethren allow the like ſuppoſal of ſutable reſtri&tjons 
ang limitations 1n the preſent caſe, to theſe general expreſſions; and 
they will not find it ſo difficult a matter, to reconcile themſelves to 
the uſe of them on the behalf of their preſent Idajeſties, which 
they (with others ) uſed ſo long without ſ{cruple for their Pre- 
deceſlor. | 
Laſtly, To give a full confirmation to my aforeſaid ſuppoſerion, I 
think that clauſe in the laſt A# of Uniformity [| That i all thoſe 
Prayers, Litanics and Collefts, which do any way relate to the King, Queen 
or Royal Progeny, their Names be altered and changed from time to time, 
and fitted to the preſerit occaſion, ( undoubtedly, they that made this 
Prowviſo, mean the circumſtances of the King or Queen Regnant, after 
any change, according to the direttion of lawful Authority; ] does 
much conduce thereunto. It appears, that the ſame Form is to be 
uſed, by this clauſe ſtill, whatever occaſion requires the alteration of 
the Xlames : for the Proviſois only made for the alteration of theſe. 
Suppoſe then the Throze at any time vacant by death; and a competiti- 
cn ariſe concerning the Succeſſion, where, during this Compoſition, 1s - 
this lawful Authority, but in the aftual Succeſſor, who enters upon the 
void Throne, and 1s ſo far poſſeſſed of it, as to ſend forth his fan- 
dates all through the Nation, to inſert ſuch Names as ſuit his cir- 
cumſtances ? Whence, I further demand, Whether the Clergy may 
not, yea, whether they mult not rake ſuch a Mandate as ſufficient 
warrant, to uſe this Form, in the very pailages under Diſpute, with 
ſuch alterations? And if ſo, then though the» Perſon excluded in tle 


Competition, ſhould chance to have the beſ# Tirle of the two; yet 
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the preſent Poſſeſſors command is vaM againſt him; and the point in 
Diſpute is evidently gained, That the Clergy are ( according to the 
Law it ſelf ) to be governed by the Prince Reggant, mn the particularities 
of theſe Petitions : and we may, and ought to offer them up for Him, 
and whom he Names, by Name, when required, But, (to put an end 
at laſt, to this long Settion ) and proceed. I ſay, Seventhly, 

VII. [ That the Principles of Non-reliltance and Paſlive Obedience, 
ſo fas as ( for ought I can ſee ) they are owned by the Church of England, 
oblige us not, in our preſent circumſtances, to deny the giving, or ſwearing 
Allegiance ro XK. W. and Q, M. }] 


T hat they do not, may be fairly argued, from the want of ſuffici- * 


ent proof, from thoſe that ſay they do, taken out of any publick, Mo- 
muments Or Records extant, which legally include the whole Body of this 
Church, to that purpoſe. And by ſuch indeed, and ſuch only muſt 
all things, which are alledged to be the Dottrines of this Church, be 
proved to be ſo. For, if we admit any other Evidence 1n this mat- 
ter ; we ſhall have much ado to vindicate our Church, in many great 
Points in Controverſie betwixt us and the Papiſts, together with our 
other Adverſaries ; who, from the writings of particular DoFftors in 
it, charge it with many abſurd and falſe Aſertions. And therefore, 
it hath been always in iuch caſes, the approved courſe of her learn- 
ed Champions, to put the Adverſaries upon proof, that thoſe Doctrines 
which they charge on her, are her own, from her Ar:icles, Ho. 
milies, Liturgy, 8&c. Let therefore, any of thoſe that endeavour to 
faſten upon the Church of England, as her Doctrines, any of thoſe 
high Notions concerning Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience, which 
they pretend to have learned from her ; firſt, State the Queſtions re- 
lating to them, according to their own Fudgments : and then produce 
ſuch Proofs of the full concurrence of this Church with them, our 
of thoſe Books, or any other evidences of like nature ; which muſt 
firit be done, before they can rationally argue thence, the incanſiſt- 
ence of this Oath of Allegiance with them as ſuch. And let none, 
( as ſome confident Authors of late have done ) call the wild and ex- 
travagant Opinions of ſome ſingular deſygning and intereſted Divines, 
like themſelves, accommodated to the guſt of a Conrt-Fattior , 
the Dottrines of this Church. A thing, wherein they have done 
their 12ther very 1!] ſervice, whiles ( labouring to qualifie her pre- 
tended Principles tro the humour of the diſpoſers of thoſe Prefer- 


ments they ſought for ) they were not only themſelves made meer 


Inſtruments and Tools of a Jeſnitical Fattion; but endangered alſo the 
the whale Church and Nation, by raiſing Prerogative ſo high, that 
when 
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when it fell ioto ill hands to manage it, they took encouragement 
thence to trample down aur Religion, Laws, , and Liberties ;, as ſuppo- 
ſing vs all, a company of tame Animals, made only to bear what- 
ever burdens they laid on us, and withal the occaſion too inſolently 
to reproach us with our ſ#ppoſed Principles of Paſſivity, whiles they 
gave us ſo many occaſions to prattiſe them : as Julian once made uſe 
of our Saviours true Doctrine of not reſiſting evil, in the very In- 
ſtances whereby he explains it, in a proud Scoff to thoſe whom he. , 


maliciouſly perſecuted, 


It is true, indeed, that in the Declaration, which the Parliament 
( at the Return of K. Charles II. ) after their having been ſo long 
exaſperated with the conſequents of the War made with his Father, 
under colour of a Parliamentary right in the Xilitia of this Kingdom; 
( and pleaded for by thoſe that defended their cauſe that oppoſed 
him, with an unuſyal novel Diſtinction, of raking Arms by bis Awutho- 
rity againſt bis Ps and thoſe that were commiſſioned by bim;, ) re- 
quired all the Clergy of England, and all in publick Truſt ( for the 
greater ſecurity of the reſtored King, whom they thought then they 
could never do too much for )) to condemn that Poſrrion as it had 
been taught, as Traiterows and abominable : and to profeſs for them- 
ſelves that they held it «unlawful upon any Pretence whatſoever to take up 
Arms againſt the King and thoſe that are Commiſſioned by him: and 
therein, ( as alſo in another A concerning the Alitia ) declared 
their own Judgments in thoſe Points more fully than had ever, by fo 
publick a Body, been done before. But whether As of Parliament 
may be taken for ſufficient Expoſitions of the Dofrine of this Church, 
all thoſe who are unſatisfied in the matter of that Declaration, may 
poſſibly call in Queſtion,and(for the moſt part) reſolve it in the Nega- 
tive. For my Part, I will dg neither : but take it for what proba- 
bly it was, the DoCtrine of Io many of the Church then repreſent- 
ed in Convocation as were conſulted in the drawing up that Form - 
and becauſe the whole Convocation ſubſcribed it, ( at leaſt, after the 
Law paſled ) as did alſo the generality of the Clergy after them, al- 
low it to have been the Judgment of the Church, at that Time, in the 
ſenſe wherein they that impoſed it, underſtood it. But ſurely, nei- 
ther the Parliament nor the Clergy in Convocation, ever intended 


| thereby to give any Xing of England ſo uncontrollable a Power of 


breaking down all banks of Law, as to make the whole Church and 


' Nation meer Tenants at Will to Him for their Religion, Property, L:- 


berties, yea, and their very Lives themſelves, and leave the Subject 


20 legal Remedy againſt the moſt illegal Violences. They did therc- 
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fore, undoubtedly mean by [7 thoſe that are Commiſſioned by the King 
thoſe only that are Commiſſioned as our La#s allow, and to ſuch intents 
ard purpoſes as may conſiſt with them, We cannot ſurely, imagine 
them to be ſo beſotted, as to reſign all thoſe dear Interelts at once 
into the Hands of a Popiſh Army raiſed on purpoſe to deſtroy and 
root them out altogether : which appears by what followed after- 
ward, in a ſubſequent Parliament, where in the whole Eſtates there 


' . aſſembled perceiving that ſome 1]]-deſigning Perſons took occaſion 
efrom that Declaration to mount the Points of Non-rcfjtance, and 


Paſſive Obeatence to an extravagant height, (to which ar Jalt ac- 
cording to their Project, they arrived ;) in hope, by a Pepiſh Suc- 
ccſſ5r to bring about thoſe evil ends: took a wiſe conrſe to prevent 
the miſchief by impoſing ſuch a Tc upon all Done? Ojjicers, as 
excluded all Papiſts from being in Commiſſion; and if they ſhould 
at any Time be fo, declared their Commiſſions void, and all they did 
mM purſuance of them »#/, That former Parliamentary Dottrine, 
( therefore) 1s expounded by this after.commentary th it, from 
the ſame Authority which firſt exprelly taught it. 

But as to the proper Judgment of the Church of England, declared 
by themſelves in any A# or Record extant, it is vain to ſeek for any 
reſolution in this matter. They no where, ( that I can learn) give 
us any Determination of theirs, concerning the 7 tles ro Crowns, the 
extent of Prerogative in the Prince,* the meaſures of that: SubjcAion 
which Ategiance includes, nor concerning the extent of its obligation, 
or the change, which upon the various Turns of Providence, may, or 
may not, be made therein. | Only, as to Kings and Queens attiially 1n 
Being, they deny It at any time lawful to Rebel againſt them, whatever 
they perſonally are, or what Religion ſoever they are of, and by force of 
Arms to endeavour to diſpoſſeſs and deſtroy#hem. Of ſuch DoQtrines as 
theſe a!l the Homilics of Obedience, and againſt wilful Rebcllion, are full. 
And by theſe Doctrines, a! Princes actually poſleſſed of the Throne 
are alike ſecure, as to any danger, from the Church of England. So 
that as to the Queſtzons and Caſes of Conſcience, which relate to our 
preſent Circumſtances, 1t will prove an undertaking too hard, I ſuppoſe, 
for any Perſon to make the Doclrines of this Church concerning 
Non-reſiſtance, to comply with that tame ſubmiſſion to an unboxnded 
Prerogative, trampling, by unprefidented Diſpenſations all Laws under- 
foot, which ſome Men ( as I before intimated ) have of late vented 
under her Name. And I ſuppole alſo, that the moſt Revercnd, the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the r10ht Reverend Biſhops, with others of _ 
the Reverena Clergy, and the worthy Preſident and Fellows of Mag- 
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dalen College, were not wanting to their Duty of Non-re rice , 
nor miſunderſtood the Doctrine of th is Church, when they ſo 
notably pleaded their Kight iz Law, 2gainſt the Uſurpations of Pro- 
rogation to the utmoſt, and .therehy, and by their Swferings for it, 
ſtopped the career thereof from its triumphant Progreſs throughour 
the Nation, and as to what other Reſiſtance hath ſince been made 
by a too wnreaſonably provoked Nation, together with the Conſe- 
quents of it : How far, the natural Duty of Stlf-preſervation, even 
by Arms again{t outragiozs illegal Violence, and the Reaſon of Govamyn- 
ment, and Subjettion In all Political Societies governed by Laws, toge- 
ther with the fundamental Conſtitution of this Monarchy, Fc. pleaded 
on their behalf, . will juſtihe thoſe that have had an hand in it, in 
ſuch a caſe of extream neceſſity: I cannot find determinable from any 
publick Records of this Church. To he ſure, it much concerns not 
our diffarisficed Brethrcns Caſes that it ſhould. be determined, ſeeing 
none of them have any way con:iributed to any ſuch Reſeſtarce 
hitherto; and are not (as I think I have ſiuffictently evidenced 
above) endangered for the future, by any thing which this Oarh 
obligeth them unto, to loſe the Honour and Coiffort of keeping the 
Doftrine of 1Von-reſiſtance inviolate, to the utmoſt extent of it, as 
ſtated by themſelves. 

And, as to that of Paſſive Obedtence; it can ſurely be no farther 
a Duty in this Caſe, than Non-reſitance is: for this 1s- the neceſſary 
conſequent of that: whom I muſt in no ſort reſt, I muſt, conſe- 
quently, /#bmit to ſuffer under, in whatſoever he lays upon me: and 
on the other ſide, ſo far as I may lawfully reſiſt, I am not bound to 
ſuffer. As in the Caſe of the Grear and Reverend Perſons but now 
mentioned ; who took ſhelter in the Law fo far as it would be 
allowed them, and then only ſuffered, when it would ſtand them 
in no farther ſtead. For otherwiſe, it ſeems too high a ſtrain of 
Paſſive Obedjence, and more than Religion .or Reafor requires, for 
any one patiently to quit the Defeace which God and. Law allow 
him, yea, and the very Laws themſelves which allow-them tohim 3; 
that he may gain an Opportunity to exerciſe his Patience under 
ulegal Violence : and to ſeck an occalion of undergoing thoſe Sufferings 
a Mans ſelf, which our Saviour himſelf. allows him, . if there be. no 
other way open, at leaſt, by br, to eſcape. 

Nay, I will go yet one ſtep farther in this caſe, and allow the 
Parties, that under ſhelrey of a Royal Commiſſion, ſcek a Man's De- 
{truction, to have, 'in ſome JunCture, all the ſtrength of Law on 
their ſide ; and withall, ſuppoſe him that is ſo endangered, to be, 
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by Byovidence, placed in theſe Circumſtances, wherein he is for the 
preſent (though by an #njuſ# and illegal Force) preſerved from perſe- 
cuting Hands. Let, therefore, Famous London-Derry be the deſigned 
Sceze of a Popiſh Perſecution where a Proteſtant, by his Habitation, 
and the Obligation of his other Circumſtances, reſides: And 1s, by 
the making the City a Garriſon (without his contributing thereunto 
in the leaſt, that we may lay the caſe as wholly and intirely Paſſive 
as may be) ſafe, while he remains there. -This Man is ſo far poſletſed 
with a Conſcientious Principle of Paſſive Obeajence, that (even in 
theſe Circumſtances) he dares not take up Arms with the Garriſor 
when Beleagured (as lately) to maintain the Walls, and therein, his 
own Houſe, &c. againſt K. . *and his French and Iriſh Army, as 
. thinking the Defendants Rebels, and the Law entirely on the Beſieg ers 
ſide. I would fain learn, now, whether in this Caſe, it be not law- 
ful, (even for a Man fo Principled) to accept of the Prote&ion, which 
' (without his ſeeking) his Habitarion gives him ; be the Hands which 
defend it what they will, even whatever K, 7. himſelf would call 
them, may he not, for the preſent, exerciſe the more Beneficial ſort 
of Patience, by ſ«ffeing himſelf, though ſore againſt his Inclination, 
to be protetted (againg ſuffering more grievoully by the Popiſh Be- 
fegers, if they could get him into their hands_) by the ſuppoſed 
Rebel-Governour, and his Garriſon? If not, what 1s he obliged to do? 
Is there any, who will judge it to be his Duty, by the obligation of 
his Principle of Paſſive Obeazence, to endeavour to raiſe a Tumult 
- within againſt the Governour, or to betray that Power that illegally 
protects him, by entertaining Spies from the Beſegers, or ſending 
them Intelligence ! You will ſay (it may be) this is more than Paſſive 
Obedience, this is Action rather. But ſtill, this is in order to the 
Paſſivity he thinks he owes the Law, Or is he (to take a ſhorter 
courſe to it) to withdraw himſelf out of his Prote&ion, and deliver 
bimſelf into the hands of the Loyal Beſiegers? I confeſs, I ſhould 
think (to the contrary) that he ſhould rather thank God, and ever 
Rebels, for his Proteftion, lye quiet under his ſhelter whilſt he may ; 
and content himſelf with his di/poſitive Preparation to undergo what- 
ever may befall him with others, in caſe the Garriſon come at laſt 
to be taken; and ſo expect the reward of his Patience from that 
God, whoſe call of unavoidable Providence, and no Procurement of 
his own, expoſeth him to it. 

But ſuppofe, (after all this is ſaid to weaken it) that our higheſt 
Brethrens Notion, concerning Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience, 
ſhould ſtand firm, in reference to K. 7. and rhoſe Commiſſioned by him: 

yet 
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yet am 4 ſtill at a loſs, how (according to a Paper lately Printed, 


containing the Dying Declaration of the Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop 
of Chicheſter) even that can rationally be improved, to the rendring 
the preſent Oath of Allegiance to K. W. and Q. M. unlawful. Secing, 
upon the Hypotheſis I have before laid, do, and I hope, ſufficiently 
proved the Allegiance promiſed by it, includes nothing which 
(according to it) a Man, even of thoſe Principles, may not law- 
fully pay : and bitids him not to contribute more, to the hinderance 
of that Power from being Paramount,--under which he thinks him- 
ſelf rather obliged to ſuffer than to obey this that protects him , 
then what may by legal Proceſs be forced from him: And what 
Force in ſuch Circumſtances cauſeth, it doth withall excuſe; as you 
will ſee more anon, when I have diſpatched one Propoſition more, 
which 1s this : 

VIII. That the Law of the Land, juſtifies the Subjett in the Payment 
of his attual Allegiance to the attual Poſſeſſor of the Throne, though 
wrongfully, whilſt he continues to be ſo poſſeſſed, though at the ſame time 
th&re be another rightful K. out of Poſſeſſion.) This, I confeſs, is not 
within my Province to prove fo ſtrongly and convincingly, as ſome 
learned Men of the long Robe have undertaken to do, and (moſt 
think) have done beyond Contradiction. Nor will I enlarge this 
Diſcourſe to ſuch a Bulk, as the Tranſcription of what hath been 
ſaid by them to that purpoſe would ſwell it to: But I ſhall content 
my ſelf with the bare mention of one Famous Statute ( that of 
11. Hen, 7.) which highly Indemnifies all Perſons that aſſiſt the King 
in being (even with Arms) again{t@®him thar is King de Fure. The 
reaſon whereof muſt needs be, that the Makers of that Statute 
looked on ſuch Perſons, either as Innocent, ſuppoling them under 
a Force; or as doing their Duty, if voluntarily complying with 
the Divine Providence placing him on the Throne, while he ſits 
pas of This, 1n the next Propoſirjon, I ſhall farther evince from 
Prattije. 

. IX. [ That the ftouteſt Aſſertors of the Principles of indiſpenſable Alle- 


giance, Non-reſiſtance, and Paſſive Obedience, formerly have ſa far 


complied with the Supream Powers in atlnal Poſſeſſion, 4s this Paper 
pleads for now; and been juſtified in ſo doing, by the moſt learned and 
puarcious Cajnifts then living.) For, as to the Payment of Military 


Taxes to the Long Parliament, and the ſeveral Models of Government 


that ſucceeded or interloped with them in K. C. I. and K. C. II's 
time; appearing at their Bars on their Summons, compounding for 


heir Eſtates at the Rates they impoſed, Sing and being Sued in 


their 


- 
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their Courts; Addreſſing to them, upon occaſion, in the Texs they 
diretted, and by the 7itles they aſſumed ; yea, and (more than all 
this) ſubſcribing an Engagement, to be rrue and Faithful to them, that 
is, to pay them all that which we call Allegiance: Who is there that 
lived in thoſe Times, who knows not, that the generality both of 
the Clergy and Laity, who went under the Name of Cavaiters , 
and high KRoyaliſes, did comply with the prevalent Fattion (by what- 
ever Name they exerciſed the Sovereign Authority) ſome more, and 
ſome leſs, as their Circumſtances obliged them, through all the 
Varieties of that Government ? All which As are judged to be, 1n 
themſelves, and in ordinary Caſes, Treaſonable Atts; and (by conſe- 
quence) high Breaches of Allegiance; and were no way juſtifiable, 
bur by the Words, or Reaſon (at leaſt) of the Sratute before men- 
tioned. And yet he 1s a great Stranger in our //rael, who knows 
not alto, that they were juſtified in ſo doing, by the Determinations 
of the ableſt Lawyers and the moſt eminent Caſuiſts ; and eſpecially 
{of the later fort) by.the Writings of that incomparable Maſter 
in Theology, Dr. Sanderſon, afterwards (for his Loyal Service*in 
thoſe times to his Majziſty, K. C, II.) advanced to the Biſhoprick of 
Lincolu, Now, theſe things they could not have done, (eſpecially 
with the allowance of ſuch Spiritual Guides,) had the Principles of 
the Church of England been then underſtood to be ſo rigorous in 
Matters of this Nature, as thoſe of our preſent diſſarisfied Brethren, 
in their Caſuiftical Divinity, are, The very Engagement, but now 
mentioned, which was then generally ſwallowed by thoſe that 
would have taken it very ill to $ave been thought no true Sons of 
the Chureh of England, (and divers of whom, were notwithſtanding, 
even when rigorous Conformity was at the higheſt, after the Return 
of K.C. It, thonght worthy to be advanced to ſome of the moſt 
eninent Biſhopricks, and other Dignities of the Church of England;) 
was thouzht then (by thoſe thar by it loſt their Places, out of Con- 
ſcience of their Duty to the King) to be unlawful, as being a ew 
Promiſe of Allegiance to Vſurpers: and if it were fo, (as they appre- 
hended) was certainly ſuch an one, with a witneſs, (as we uſe tO 
ſpeak) in compariſon of that which the preſent Oath requires. For 
the Obedience by this Oat» required, is expreſſed by its proper 
Name, the Notation whereof imports a limited legal Obedience only ; 
whereas the words [ True and Faithful] in the Engazement, ran io 
large, as not to inlinuate the leaſt Intimation of any legal Bounds 
to the Duty promiſed. Th is, to a K.and-©. that , to a Common- 
wealth ; this, can only (at the worſt) be ſuppoſcd to be Injurious 
[0 
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to the Right of ove King by transferring it to another: Whereas 
that, overthrew the Throne it ſelf and deſtroyed the Right of all 
future Kings, yea, and Parliaments too, by excluding out of the Go- 
vernment them, and the whole Houſe of Lords. And, by conſequence, 
It is probable, in an high Degree, that thoſe who allowed and de- 
fended the taking of that Engagement, in the Circumſtances of thoſe 
Times, as not inconſiſtent with the Principles of this Church, would, 
if they were now alive, do no leſs, in favour of the taking this Oath ; 
eſpecially, by ſuch a> are of our Brethrens Principles, and fo can- 
not be ſuppoſed to take it in the more rigorous, when the words wil 
fairly bear a milder and mbre moderate Senſe; which the ſaid Dr. 8an- 
derſon allows to the takers of the Engagement, even though the Impoſers 
intended it, (ſo long as they declared not that they did fo) in ano- 
ther of a more difþutable nature, gnd higher Obligation. And now, 
having diſpatched this Propoſition alſo, 1 proceed to the Tenth and 

laſt, which is, | 

X. [That the Primitive Chriſtians, not only in our Saviours, and 
his Apoſtles days, (44 had been made evident by many learned Pens ;) 
but alſo, for ſeveral Ages after them, have governed themſelves, m point 
of aftual Allegiance, by thefe Meaſures. oY | 

That our Saviour and his Apoſtles did fo ; even when: 
the Titles both of the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Governors Rip of __ 
were either notoriouſly Faulty, or (at beſt) ſuſpicious oral Cod 

enough ; is abundantly proved by the learned Pen of a 

reverend Biſhop of this Church lately. And for the Chriſtians of ſub- 

ſequent Azes, if what Tertullan ſays of them be true, [That through- 
our the Empire, the Chriſtians were ſo numerous, that they filled the Cites, 

Iſles, Caſtles, Camp, Senate, &c. to that Degree, that ( as he tells the 
Perſecutors) the wery Seceſſion or Departure of ſo many Perſons from the 
Societies to which they belonged, into any place out of the Roman Terri- 

tories (though they did nething elſe to their prejudice) would have made a 
vaſt Solitude, ſnch as would have gndangered the Roman Empire. ] Sup- 

poſing (I ſay) this to be true; it is a great Evidence to me,that in all 

the Contefts which then fell out (ſometimes-every other, or, at leaſt, 
every third or fourth year, betwixt ſeveral Pretenders to the Imperial 

Throne, fo that divers times the ſeveral Armies in ſeveral Provinces, 

ſet up Two or Three at once) the Chriſtians, who inhabited thoſe 

Provinces, did take the Ailitary Oath, and pay their Allegiance, each: 

of them to that Perſon» who was inveſted with the Imperial Robes 1n 

the Parts where they ſeverally lived , when once he aſſumed that 


Dignity; and did not trouble them{clves to enquire whether any 
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that was ſet up in any other Province, had a better Title, than their 
own Emperour*had. Which is that (as I conceive) which Tertullian 
elſewhere means, when he tells Scapula (the Lientenant of the Em- 
rerour) who then lived in Africa, that none of the Chriſtians were ever 
convicted to have been Albintans, or Nigrians, or Caſſians ; 11 all thoſe 
Turns which fell out under thoſe Competitors for the Crown, from 
whom their Partiſans were ſo named. He means not, certainly, that 
none of them were in the Gari/ons or Armies of Claudins Albinus, or 
Peſcennius Niger, who ſtrugled with the Emperour Severw-,, or of 
Avidins Caſſius, who conteſted with the Emperour Yerw, (for this 
had, been contrary to what he alerted elſewhere, that they filled 
their Garriſons and Armies, as before;) but only, that they were 
none of the Contrivers or Plotters of thole Wars which were by 
thoſe Competitors ſet on foot ;* nor aCtive Sticklers for the Parties 
then made ; for thoſe (ſays he) that were upon that account called 
Albinians and Nigrians, ©&c. were the Men of their own Heatheniſh 
R:ligion, that Swore by he Genim of their Emperonrs, which Chriſtians 
refuſed to do. And when any of the ſeveral Comperitors conquered, 
(though poſlibly, his K;ght were more diſputable then that of the 
Pretender who was overcome; yet) they adhered even to him, when 
once /ctled upon the Throne. And for this, I think, I have evident 
proof, from the view of the Emperours, whoſe Cauſe Pertullian owns 
in that Defence of his but now quoted: eſpecially one of them, 
(Severn) who raiſed the Sixth Perſecution againſt the Chriſtians. It. 
is evident that Terinllian commends the carriage of the Chriſtians in 
their Obedience to Severus, becauſe he mentions Peſcermixs Niger, and 
Claudius Aibinus, as the Heads of thoſe Fattions, which for oppoling 
him were then odious to Severws ; and denies the Chriſtians to have 
been their Partiſans againſt him. Whence It is plain, that they ac- 
quieſced in Sever his Title; although it be evident, that his Tile, 
(tiH Conqueſt confirmed it) was the worſt of two of his Competitors. 
For Herogian tells ys, that immediately upon the Death of Per- 
tiaax, Julian Firſt, and then, Peſcemms Niger, were choſen Emperors, 
and ſet in the Throne by their Soxlajers, before Severus his Title was 
ſer on foot by his Troops. So that Severus himſelf was, while the 
Conteſt laſted, more truly a Rebel againſt Niger, then Niger agamſt 
him. But whilſt Niger delays and revels at Antioch, Severns 
coming to, and maſltering Koze, the Sevate confirmed him Emperour, 
and then all the Chr;tjans acquieſced in him, and became peaceably 
his good and loyal Srbjetts, Whence it appears plain, that the 
Principle of the Chriſtians then was, That they were obliged to be Subjeits 

to 
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to whatever Prince God by bu Providence had aftrally at any time placed 
on the Throne, though his Title were none of the -beſt : At leaſt, they 
made it not a. Concern of theirs, whether it were ſo good as it 
ſhould be. | "T7 

And indeed, (to draw to an end of this Diſcourſe) what ſhould 
2 Chriſtian do, in dubious Circumſtances, but determine his Atuz! 
Allegiance, by the Iſſues of Divine Providence ? For, does the great 
Governour of the World take it for lis ſole Prerogative, to rule in the 
Kingdom of Men, and give it to whomſoevcr he will? to change times 
and Seaſons, to remove Kings and ſet up Kings (1n the places of thoſe 
he removes) as in Daniel he aflirms; and ſhall we Worms, /ay 74 
him, what doſt thou? Or, is it requilite, that he ſhould. be obliged to 
comply with our various Opinions, in making ſuch Changes ? or to 
tye himſelf to ſuch limited Aderhods in the ways of bringing them 
about , as beſt ſuit . our Adodels or ſuppoſed legal Conftirurions ? 
Where were then this his Szper-Sovereign Prerogative, it ſo ſub- 
mitted for its Regzlation to this or that Party of Chriſtians, and 
not to be put in Execution, but where and when they pleaſe ? 

But, you will ſay, Is Chriſtianity then ſo flexible a Religion, as to be 
able to accommodate it ſelf to a.: Turns and Changes? This looks like 
a ſafe Principle, taken up rather from the Writings and Practices 
of ſome worldly Politicians, then from the inflexible Rules of Divine 
Vertty. 

y indeed, ſo, if Chriſtianity had given us any ſuch inflexible 
Rule in ſuch Matters: or (ſeeing it hath not, as before you are told) 
taught us to change Deſigns, and Intereſts, and Parties, as oft as we 
ſee God by his Providence making way for the change of Perſons ; 
and in order thereto, as Politicians do, to forecaſt by Humane Con- 
jectures, which 1s likely to be the frongeſ# ſide, and then (without 

reſpect to Honour, Honeſty, or Conſcience) to accommodate our Sails 

before-hand to every Wwmd which our Political Almanack tells us is 
likely to blow ; that we may, by our forward appearing, merit the 
more from thoſe whom we oblige by our aſliſtance in their Settle- 
ment. 1hat Compliance, therefore, which | plead for, as Chriſtian, 
is not of that Nature : Ir ſuffers Gods Providence, firſt, to determine, 
and then follows it: it is not forward in making, or aſſiſting Changes, 
but only ſ:bmits to them, or rather to God in them, when made to 
its hand. Nor is it haſty to ſtrike in with the firſt (like thoſe that 
ſtrove to get in before others to the Pool of Berbelda) when thoſe 
changes are made, as if it fearcd to loſe the Opportunity of a Market 
for its advantage: but allows it ſelf convenient time for due Conſi- 
E/3 aeration. 
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deration, whercin, and to what Degree, the preſent Circumſtances 
may be complied with, in conſifence with the juſt Meaſures of Reti- 
gion, the Rules of Decepcy, and the Security of a good Conſcience 
towards God and towards Man, And then (fo far as it may, with 
ſafety to all theſe, and not a jot farther) accommodates it ſelf to the 
preſent State of Aﬀairs ; quietly acquieſcing in the Evenrs wherein 
God declares his Providential Will, though never ſo much againſt the 
Grain of a Man's own Inclinations or Intereſts. There is, indeed, 
a ſuperior Degree of Non-reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience due to the 
Almighty, beyond all that can be challenged by any Mortal from us ; 
and we mult fit down under the ſhadow which he hath ſpread over us 
for our ProteCtion ; with great care, that no Diſcontent at perſonal | 
Loſſes or Diſappointments, or any other xquiet Paſſion, hurry us 
into any Deſigns or ACtions, which may involve us in the Guilr of 
fighting againſt God, by ſtriving to b«ild up again, what he hath palled 
down, Or to pull down what he hath builr. | 

And, in this caſe, when God providentially rejects a Sau!; though 
perſonal Aﬀettion, and the Hand he himſelf formefly had, under God, 
in raiſing him to the Throne, and ſupporting him in ir, may excuſe 
an Holy Samuel, in the condoling Reſentment he ſhewed at the Change, 
and the compaſſionate Mourning which he inwardly put on for the 
unhappy Prince : Yet, even He, muſt thenceforth look upon himſelf, 
as diſcharged from any farther (at leait publick) owving his Inclina- 
:;ons towards him. _And it is evident, he did ſo. For, otherwiſe, 
fo great a Courtier as Samuel had been, through all Saul's former 
Reign, could hardly have diſpenſed with himſelf for the ſeeming 
Incivility of not ſo mnch as giving him one Yiſie from the Time 
when he received the notice of his Rejeftion from God, and (by his 
command) delivered the unwelcome Tidings thereof to him, ill the 
day of his death, And even that Humane Reſentment, which for a 
leaſon 1s excuſable in ſuch a caſe, yet muſt be managed with great 
Aoaeration, and not lodge too long in his Boſom. For God himſelf 
takes him of from it at laſt, when he ſaw it exceſſive, with a Repri- 
mand. How long (faith he) wilt thou mourn for Saul, ſeeing I have 
rejected him? Now, if the bare antecedent notice from God to his 
Prophet, that he had ſententially rejefted Saul from the Kingdom 
whilit yet he continued in the Land, and attually exerciſed his Rega- 
lry ſtill, and for ſome years after) might lawfully ſo far leſſen the 
Obhegation of Samuel's Allegiance, as to warrant his abſenting him- 
ſelf fo long from Court, (which very withdrawing of his, could not, 
in ſo emineat and conſpicuous a Perſon as he was, but argue a great 
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* Diſlike, . and therefore, in the Judgment of the common People , 

' have a very ill Aſpect upon the Kings Afairs;) it is not difheulr 
to imagine how much farther he might have concluded himſelf diſ- 
charged from it, in caſe Saul had, upon his Denunciation of his Re- 
jection from God, and the change in the Countenances, and ſuſpi- 
cious carriage of the chief of the People ( plainly intimated , 
1 Sam. I5. 30.) actually withdrawn / himſelf out of his Kingdom ; 
and from his native SubjeCts of 1/racl, retired to Nations in Emmy * 
with them ; (eſpecially, if he had applied himſelf to the Egyptians 
their old Maſters, and to the Phili$tines, their moſt ſpightful Bor- 
derers, and therefore the moſt dreaded Adverſaries they had, ) and 
moreover ſollicited their 4/{;ance, to reſtore and reſettle him in his 
Dominions by Congueſt. | 

I am not ignorant, that ſome Learned Men ( and among the reſt, 
Peter Martyr, particularly, ) in this Caſe of Saul, conjecture that 
Samrel, went ſomewhat farther yet, in ſhewing his Dmty to the re- 
je&ted King, during this his retirement from Court, by his continu- 
ing to pray for him ſtill. . This is begged, I muſt needs ſay (with the 
leave of thoſe learned Authors, ) for it cannot be proved. But how- 
ever, if granted, we muſt ſuppoſe it only done where he mourned 
for him, that 1s, in private. And for the matrer of his Prayers ;, It 
could not be, That God would reſtore him abſolutely, but only, conditio- 
zally, upon his Repentance : and ſo, as no conſiderable damage might 
accrew to Gods Church and People thereby. And, in ſuch ſecrer De- 
votions, and ſo cautioned, there is none, who will (1 ſuppoſe) forbid 
any one, even now, to exerciſe the Remains of his former Loyalty, 
who thinks himſelf obliged fo to do, 

And, as far, to the utmoſt, as Samuels Loyalty is ſuppoſed by any 
one to have gone in Sauls Caſe : I doubt not, but divers ( at leaſt) of 
the Reverend Perſons this Paper was in a great meaſure meant for, have 
followed his Example, in this preſent Junfture. They have, as long 
as K. 7. was on the Throne, and exerciſed his Regality, born with di- 
vers harſh and uneaſie encroachments of Prerogative-Power ; and ſome 
in an eminent and exemplary degree, practiſed the Paſſive Obedience 
they taught, to the no ſmall credit of our Church and its Loyal 
Principles; ( and I am aſſured, upon my own knowledge, that not a 
few of their Brethren, both of the Epiſcopal Chara#er, and of the 
Inferiour Clergy, ( who in the preſent Caſe, differ from them ) were 
ready, it like occaſion had been offered, to have followed them in the 
ſame ſteps, wherein they led them by ſo good an Example : they have 
alſo ( as moſt of the ſacred Function have likewiſe doge) kept them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves within the bounds of Non-reſiſtance, that is, free from contri- 
buting towards the effefÞ;ng of that great change which God by un- 
uſnal methods of aſtoniſhing Providence hath made: they have, 
( thoſe of them, at leaſt, whoſe high Stations gave them a conſider- 
able Influence upon publick Afairs,) conſcientiouſly endeavoured, by 
their Counſels to hinder things from arriving to that Extremity to 
which they are now reduced : and ſince, ( for *tis no news, nor, 1 
think, will they themſelves think-it a diſparagement or diſſervice to 
them to have it here publiſhed ) they have ſat dow: under them, not 
only, with a Samuel-likg condolency with the diſpoſſifſed King, but alſo, 
with ſome neaſine/s to their own circumſtances, under ſome publick 
As wherein they are diſlatisfhed : they have alſo ſhewn their difſat i5- 
fattions, by their ſlowneſs to comply with the preſent Eſtabliſhment ; 
even to the ſuffering a ſ#/penſion from the Execution of their Eccle- 
ſiaſtical employments: and it may be, they do ſecretly pray for (what 
they wiſh, if it might be ) the retrieving of things into a ſtate more 
ſuitable to their own Principles; whiles God, by his Providence ſeems 
ſtill to ſay nay, to all ſuch Deſires, and attempts ; except we will 
be content to purchaſe them ( as matters now ſtand ) upon ſuch 
Terms, as ( in all humane Reaſon ) muſt be dzſtructive to all that 
is dcar to us and them too, both in our Cv and Eccleſiaſtical Ca- 
acities, 

f Now therefore, ſeeing ( as I have already ſhewn) there can be no 
more lawfully done for him, whom Gogs Providence hath thus exclud- 
ed : 1 cannot imagine, what ſhould farther influence our Revercud Fa- 
thers, and worthily eſteemed Brethren, to adventure the expoſing 
themſelves to the extremities of the Law: and not rather exerciſe 
their Paſſive Principles ( at leaſt ) under the preſent Authority ( for 
ſurely, there is a kind of Paſſrvityinit, when one ſubmits to what 
he is not-pleaſed with ) which the Primitive Chriſtians, and the moſt 
Eminent Divines of our Church too, in the days of K. Ch.1. and K. 
Ch. II. (by our preceding meaſures taken of them, ) would certain- 
ly not have Ruck at, an our caſe; by transferring that Attual Alcgi- 
ance which they cannot pay elſewhere, to thoſe to whom Divine Provi- 
dence hath transferred the Crown. 

I ſhall not here ( as I told you at the beginning ) to add farther 
ſtrength to my Cauſe, urge the Arguments which many othge Wri- 
ters have chieily inſiſted upon, (to reconcile our Brethrens Judg- 
ment thereto) from the rationality and legality of the Circumſtances 
relating to the production of this great change. And yet I find my 


ſelf ſtrongly inclined ( in the cloſe of this Diſcourſe) to offer oze 
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( to debate at leaſt) from one of the ofcen-mentioned Dr. Saz- 
derſons Principles : which if it prove ſound, (and Ihave not yet mer 
with any one that hath attempted to overthrow it,) will, ( for ought 
I can yet ſee to the contrary ) do much, toward the clearing them 
in both reſpetts. It is (ina word ) this, Among the other Caſes, where- 
in the Reverend Dottor tells us, the obligation of a Promiſſory Oath ceaſ- 
eth; he makes 'this one, [_ When the ſtate of things # [0 

altered betwixt the Time of a Mans taking ſuch an Oath, S2nderſom De 
and that, wherein the performance us expetted ; that if ſuch pro oeor vr 

4 change could have been foreſeen by the ſwearer, he would 
have forborn to take it : ] to which I would add, [| or would, at leaſt, 
( if he could have apprehended it but poſſible, and much more, if likely to 
fall out, beforchand ) have made the falling out of what he ſo apprehend- 
cd, an expreſs exception to the obligation thereof. ] 

I muſt ingenuoully confeſs, (with all due deference to the Judgment 
of ſo profound a C aſuiſt ) I think my ſelt not neceſſarily obliged to aſ- 
ſert the verity of this Hypotheſis, wniverſally, in all Caſes that might be 
put of this nature.. And yet, Iam apt to think, the ſpecial Inſtance 
which he there gives, hath more 1n it, then will eaſily bg diſproved, 
in any Caſe parallel toit. The Caſe he puts is this, [ AFather ſwears 
to his Son, that having by his avowed Will and Teſt ament, bequeathed all 
his Eſtate when he ayes, to him: he will never revokg that Deed. But in 
fome Time after, he finds by unduubted Evidence that this Son of his hath 
attempted: by Poyſon to deſtroy bim. ] In this Caſe, ( ſays the Reverend 
Dottor ) He may, ( notwithſtanding his former Oath to the contrary, ) re- 
ſeind that Will, and by a conſequent one, 15 at liberty to makg 4 new and 
aifferent diſpoſal of that Eſtate. } The Reaſon of which Determination, 
ſuits his preceeding Theſis: to wit, becauſe the caſe # now /o altered 
to the Father, that if he could have foreſeen it, he would never have taken 
that Oath. For the Father ſwore It to a Son, a Son, then ſuppoſed to 
be duriful, and one: from whom he expected the continuance of his 
filial Duty ( eſpecially he knowing himſelf to be fo highly obliged to 
continue ſo by ſo late a Demonltration of his Fatherly kindneſs, ) 
until the day of his natural Death, And little eanld he imagine, ( much 
leſs foreknow, that his So» would fo far deceive, his expectation, as 
to become in ſtead of a Son, an Enemy ;, in ſtead of a dutiful Son, a 
mortal Enemy to ſuch a Father : in ſtead of one that would pati- 
ently expet+ his natural Death, had endeavoured to haſten it , by 
Violence. 

Now, if the Doors reſolution in this Caſe, be good, and ſolid : 


it ſeems to be, no leſs, in the Reverſe ofgit ; that is, ſuppoſing the 
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Son by a like Oat» alſo obliged to the Father. Lay we the Caſe thus, 
with the due variation of crcumſtances. [ The Son mentioned, upon 
hes Fathers Oath ſo paſſed, not only to maintain him as hu Son, whiles he 
lives; but alſo to leave him at bus death, a fair Eſtate derived to him from: 
his Anceſtors, and entailed to him as bus next Heir : and whatſoever of his 
own he hath by his induftrionus improvements added to it likewiſe : doth re« 
ciprocally engage ( by O-uth alſo ) to his Father, to remain under hs Go- 
vernment, and in his Family, and aſſiſt him in the preſervation and utmoſt 
improvement of that Eſtate, while he lives : and in a word, to be deficient 
in no Duty, incumbent on him by vertue of that near relation, and obliging 
kindneſs. But the Father, after theſe mutual Engagements thus paſſed, 
( not provoked by any nndutiful Demeanour of his Son, but out of an irre- 


gular affetion unto ſome ſtranger, who hath inſinaated himſelf into his 


favour by ſordid flattery and falſe ſuggeſtions, ) doth not only carry himſelf 

towards his Son, in a ſtrange unfatherly and unnatural way of rigour, an 
ſeth him more like a ſlave, then a child ; but alſ9, (-even openly, and bare- 
facedly ) attempts to diſinherit him at his death, by cutting off the legal 
entail of thoſe antient Lanas from him ;, axd ( to make the mjury more re- 
meaileſs ) endeavours in his own life time, to poſſeſs that Perſon whom he 
hath entertained this ew kindneſs for, of the whole Eſtate , by ſurrender- 
ing all his Deeds and Evidences relating to it, together with his own Perſon 
alſo, into his hands and abſolute Powes. $0 that now, the Son can no longer 
either perform the matter of his Oath to him , or, indeed, come at him, in 
the circumſtances wherein he is, without inevitable danger of his own life, 
rom the malicious attempts of his competitor, ( roo much encouraged in 
them alſo by his Father ) whoſe Intereſt it is to deſtroy him, as the only 
Perfon from whom he expetts, at the Fathers death, to be diſturbed in his 
ill-gotten and unjuſt Poſſeſſtons. ] Now here, I would fain know, why 
( upon the Dotors Grounds) the Sox, notwithſtanding the obligation: 
of natural Duty, though confirmed alſo by an Oath, may not think 
himſelf at liberty, (under ſuch unexpected and ſurpriſing diſappoint- 
ments from his Fathers alteration towards him to ſuch an high de- 
zree of unnatural and unjuſt dealing, which he no way .foreſaw, 
nor could foreſee, when he nlade that Oath to him ) and why he 
may not accept of the tendred Prote&;on and aſſiſtance of ſome other 
near Relation, ( or any one, indeed, who hath ſo great a kindneſs as 
ro afford it him, and is able probably, to ſupport him againſt ſuch 
an outragious Injury ). both ( as to the ſafety of his Perſon, ) by re- 
moving into his _ and alſo, (as to the Eſtate, ) by ſtrengthen- 
ing him ſo far as lawfully he may, by all the aſſiſtance he can give, 
for the Kcuring, ( at leaſt) of that Inheritance, ( which is rightful- 
| Iy 


(33) 
ly his in the Keverſion, and cannot legally be alienated from him, ) 
even while his unnatural Father is yet living. Yea, why he may not» 
if demanded, ( for the ſecxriry of him, who adventures ſo far on his 
behalf, to create himſelf fo great Enmiries ) alſo, give his generous 
Protettor and Guardian the utmoſt aſſurance that he can require, (even 
that of an Oath, like that which he gave his Father himſelf, ) con- 
cerning the performance of all that Duty, (whules he thus continues 
under his Roof,, and enjoyes the benefit of his Gaurdianſhp, which 
* had continued due to his Father,: if he had continued a Father to him, 
to. his dying day. . | | 

The Caſe, if I am not much miſtaken, ſeems thus far, very fair 
on the Sons ſide : eſpecially, if (in the mean while of the neceſſary 
ceſſation, of his actual Duty to bs Father, ). he. perform no poſi:ive Act 
of undutifulneſs to him who hath ſo diſobliged him, by way of retalia- 
tion : and be diſpoſitivelyready to return to all that duty again, which 
he formerly paid him, in caſe he chapge. hiz mind towards him, reſtore 
him to his former Circumſtances, and Fives him that rational ſecurity 
that in ſuch acaſe 1s requiſite; to, afure him againſt any furrre re- 
laps into the like unnatural deſigns andattempts againſt him. 

Let now, this Caſe be ſeriouſly conſidered by thoſe who are moſt 
diſſatished, ( provided, they be not over-byaſſed by contrary Inter- 
eſts, ) as it makes too «happy a Parallel to our late and preſent Cir- 
cumſtances : and 1 am in great hope, that they will ( at leaſt ) ſee 
cauſe to judge tenderly concerning ſome ambiguous attions of thoſe, who 
have by extraordinary methods ( even againſt thejr Inclinattons ) hi- 
therto ſacred to them ( yea to all of #s, and our Poſterity after us too) 
thoſe dear Enjoyments and Reverſions, which were lately even upon the 
Point of being loſt for ever : if not alſo, farther, to thank that great 
Deliverer, whom God hath gratiouſly by extraordinary Providence, 
ſent therh and us: and /af? of all, to give him all that legal ſecurity, 
which he hath reaſon to expect ; that whiles they fit cake under his 
ſhadow, they will not undermine the Tree from which it comes ; but 
demean themſelves with that fidelity to him. which ſo great. a favour-. 
deſerves. 

The obtaining of which fair and oe! things ( as till I am 
otherwiſe convinced I muſt judge them to be,) at the hands of our yet 
wnſatufied Brethren, 1s that which I have all along endeavoured in this 
diſcourſe ; which now I think it time to exa, being afraid, that I have 
too long exerciſed my Readers Pargence with its proixity. But I muſt 
not diſmiſs it, without ſending this ſhort Prayer along with it. That 

God will yvouchſafe to /peed it with a ſucceſs anſwerable to the ſmce- 
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%ty- of my Ftentions therein; for the ſatifa3onof all- thoſe for whotty 
ic maydeſigned, ( whether as og ufous Brethrey? 
or prejudicated Enemies. to the .Cauſt>F plead :) and make uslE,”ef 
ther gardially «74njaioes in it; 06 (whiles we cannot be &6 ) ther 
charitable each to other, in our differences of Opinion, then (acorn 
to the unhappy Fate which amongſt us in England, too commonly at- 
tends all Controverfies ) we are wont to be: That our- common Ene-' 
o716s may tas have the pleaſure of ſeeing -ns do that by.onr own pms! 
prudent, unſceſonable, and nchriftias Nivyſons, which, without them,' * 
all the Intrignes of Hell itſelfy in conjunttion with the De 5 ape 
Arms of: France, and its Adberemts, (| hope in God) ſhall never -bg 


to. do. 
Abvien, and Amgn. 
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